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• These folk never have a minute 
to themselves. They work as if 
they must get rich by the 
evening, and die the next day. 
They are generally intelligent 
people, but intelligent in the 
American way. 

• Alexander De Toqueville (1835) 

 

• I’m here in this immense 
industrial city, where they make 
excellent knives, scissors, 
springs, files and goodness 
knows what else, and, besides 
these, music too. And how well ! 
It’s terrifying how much the 
people here manage to achieve ! 

• Antonin Dvorak (1885) 

 



Conditions of Trade 
 
• There are no less than 2,600 

different occupations in the town, 
carried out in rooms or factories or 
independently in their own homes…  

• The key characteristics of the town 
are the elasticity of trade, because 
of diffusion and variety of 
occupation, the independence and 
self-reliance of the workforce and 
their aptitude to change, and the 
close relationship between 
employer and employed.  

• Robert Rawlinson, Report to the 
General Board of Health (1849)  

 

• It tends to a more equal 
and general diffusion of 
wealth amongst the master 
manufacturers, and the 
means of acquiring it in 
moderation amongst the 
workspeople.  

• There are few, if any 
millionaires connected with 
trade in or near 
Birmingham, if we except 
the Staffordshire 
ironmasters. 

• It rarely happens that all 
the members of the same 
family work in the same 
trade, so that if one trade is 
in a depressed state, 
another may be in thriving 
condition. 
 

• R. D. Grainger, Report to 
the Children’s Employment 
Commission (1843) 



Pile it high… 

• Matthew Boulton claimed in a 
letter to the Earl of Warwick in 
1770 that the combination of 
‘mechanical contrivances’ and 
‘superactive’ workers enabled him 
to produce up to ten times the 
output of his rivals.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2ESAGI2xZqGyTM&tbnid=5sz5mVU5JC5vQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bonhams.com%2Fauctions%2F20172%2Flot%2F2%2F&ei=kVxeUtf6NsHH0QWwr4DwAQ&bvm=bv.54176721,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHHRErppKa3OJGAUv9VV8dGrur3wg&ust=1382002146958985
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cVqthPvUr4WJjM&tbnid=CFy5AxCdqnIKsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmyweb.tiscali.co.uk%2Fspeel%2Fotherart%2Felkingtn.htm&ei=Nl1eUordM-G_0QX86YCYAw&bvm=bv.54176721,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEUNQVOOTOcQ2dGCcO1akmzP7Zmkw&ust=1382002334789292
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hO_vyruTw4ESNM&tbnid=i9rp-8hKFpG9-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGeorge_Richards_Elkington&ei=pl1eUrKgHoK90QWVpYHoDQ&bvm=bv.54176721,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEUNQVOOTOcQ2dGCcO1akmzP7Zmkw&ust=1382002334789292
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/Matthew_Boulton_-_Carl_Frederik_von_Breda.jpg


Toyshop of the World 



Thomas Gibson 

http://www.bcn-society.co.uk/showbigpic.php?pic=gib186_1_big


Thomas Gibson (1760-1840) 
• Born in Corley, near Coventry 

c1760 

• Walked to Birmingham to look for 
work 

• Worked initially in a butcher’s shop 

• Went to work as a servant for 
George Russell in Moseley 

• Saved money and borrowed £200 
to buy land in Suffolk Street in 
1784 and set up as a dealer in hay, 
hops, cheese 

• Bought land at Easy Hill in 1812, 
and dug out the gravel, sand and 
clay to sell 

• Used the clay to make bricks to 
build 64 houses 

 

• Built rolling mills for iron and 
brass work 

• Cut the highest canal arm in the 
country (Gibson’s Arm) to 
connect to the Birmingham Canal 

• Rented wharves 
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