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These folk never have a minute
to themselves. They work as if
they must get rich by the
evening, and die the next day.
They are generally intelligent
people, but intelligent in the
American way.

* Alexander De Toqueville (1835)

I’'m here in this immense
industrial city, where they make
excellent knives, scissors,
springs, files and goodness
knows what else, and, besides
these, music too. And how well |
It’s terrifying how much the
people here manage to achieve !

 Antonin Dvorak (1885)
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Conditions of Trade

There are no less than 2,600
different occupations in the town,
carried out in rooms or factories or

independently in their own homes...

The key characteristics of the town
are the elasticity of trade, because
of diffusion and variety of
occupation, the independence and
self-reliance of the workforce and
their aptitude to change, and the
close relationship between
employer and employed.

Robert Rawlinson, Report to the
General Board of Health (1849)

It tends to a maore equal
and ﬁeneral dlffu5|on of
wealth amongst the master
manu acturers and the
means of acquiring it in
moderation amongst the
workspeople.

* There are few, if an

millionaires connec\{ed with
trade in or near

Blrmln% am, | we except
the Staffordshire
ironmasters.

It rarely happens that all
the members of the same
family work in the same
trade, so that if one trade is
in a depressed state
another may be in thriving
condition.

R. D. Grainger, Report to
the Children’s’ Em gloyment
Commission (184



Pile it high...

 Matthew Boulton claimed in a
letter to the Earl of Warwick in
1770 that the combination of
‘mechanical contrivances’ and
‘superactive’ workers enabled him
to produce up to ten times the
output of his rivals.
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Toyshop of the World
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Thomas Gibson (1760-1840)

Born in Corley, near Coventry e Built rolling mills for iron and
c1760 brass work
Walked to Birmingham to look for

* Cut the highest canal armin the
country (Gibson’s Arm) to
connect to the Birmingham Canal

work
Worked initially in a butcher’s shop

Went to work as a servant for
George Russell in Moseley

Saved money and borrowed £200
to buy land in Suffolk Street in
1784 and set up as a dealer in hay,
hops, cheese

Bought land at Easy Hill in 1812,
and dug out the gravel, sand and
clay to sell

Used the clay to make bricks to
build 64 houses
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